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Currently, with certain exceptions, individuals who accept contributions,
organizations that make or accept contributions, and individuals who or
organizations that incur obligations or make disbursements for the purpose of
influencing an election for state or local office are required to register with the
appropriate filing officer or agency and to file financial reports with that officer or
agency, regardless of whether they act in conjunction with or independently of any
candidate who is supported or opposed.

This bill provides that registration and reporting requirements apply to any
communication that contains certain explicit terms with reference to a clearly
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identified candidate that expressly advocates the election or defeat of that candidate
and unambiguously relates to that candidate.” The bill also provides that these
requirements do not apply to a communication made by an individual other than a
candidate, or by an organization not organized exclusively for a political purpose if
the communication does not expressly advocate the election or defeat of a clﬁﬁrly
identified candidate or the adoption or rejection of a question at a referendum. ¥The
change in the scope of reportable activity under the bill also affects contribution
limitations and prohibitions by causing the term “contribution” to exclude the cost
of any communication that is not reportable under the bill.

e © "

The people of the state of Wi

sconsin, represented in senate and
assembl.
enact as follows: » do
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SECTION 2

SECTION 2: 11.01 (16) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.01 (16) (intro.) An act is for “political purposes” when it is done for the
purpose of influencing the election or nomination for election of any individual to
state or local office, for the purpose of influencing the recall from or retention in office
of an individual holding a state or local office, for the purpose of payment of expenses
incurred as a result of a recount at an election, or for the purpose of influencing a

particular vote at a referendum, except as provided in par. (b). In the case of a

candidate, or a committee or group which is organized primarily for the purpose of
influencing the election or nomination for election of any individual to state or local
office, for the purpose of influencing the recall from or retention in office of an
individual holding a state or local office, or for the purpose of influencing a particular
vote at a referendum, all administrative and overhead expenses for the maintenance
of an office or staff which are used principally for any such purpose are deemed to
be for a political purpose.

SECTION%; 11.01 (16) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.01 (16) (a) (intro.) Acts which are for “political purposes” include but-arenot
limited-to:

SECTION % 11.01 (16) (a) 1. of the statutes is repealed and recreated to read:

11.01 (16) (a) 1. The making of a communication that contains one or more
terms such as the following or their functional equivalents with reference to a clearly
identified candidate that expressly advocates the election or defeat of that candidate
and that unambiguously relates to the campaign of that candidate:

a. “Vote for.”

b. “Elect.”

c. “Support.”
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SECTION 4

d. “Cast your ballot for.”

e. “Smith for Assembly.”

f. “Vote against.”

g. “Defeat.”

h. “Reject.”

SECTION%; 11.01 (16) (b) of the statutes renumbered 11.01 (16) (b) (intro.) and
is amended to read:

11.01 (16) (b) (intro.) A “political purpose” does not include expenditures:

2. An expenditure made for the purpose of supporting or defending a person

who is being investigated for, charged with or convicted of a criminal violation of state
or federal law, or an agent or dependent of such a person.

SECTION 8. 11.01 (18) (b) 1. of the statutes is created to read:

11.01 (16) (b) 1. A communication made by an individual other than a
candidate, or by an organization not organized exclusively for a purpose specified in
sub. (16) (intro.) if the communication does not expressly advocate the election or
defeat of a clearly identified candidate or the adoption or rejection of a question at

a referendum.

SEoTION 28, Initial applicability.

e , | SECTION 23

(1) The treatment of section 11.01 (16) (intro.) and (b) 1. of the statutes first

applies with respect to communications made on the effective date of this subsection.

(END)
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enumber and amend 11.01 (16) (b); to amend 11.01 (16) (intro.) and
11.01 (16) (a) (intro.); to repeal and recreate 11.01 (16) (a) 1.; and to create

11.01 (16) (b) 1. of the statutes; relating to: disclosure of political activity.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Currently, with certain exceptions, individuals who accept contributions,
organizations that make or accept contributions, and individuals who or
organizations that incur obligations or make disbursements for the purpose of
influencing an election for state or local office are required to register with the
appropriate filing officer or agency and to file financial reports with that officer or
agency, regardless of whether they act in comunctmn w1th or independently of any
candidate who is supported or opposed. '\< S i

This bill provides that registration ana reportmg requirements apply to any
communication that contains certain explicit terms with reference to a clearly
identified candidate that expressly advocates the election or defeat of that candidate
and unambiguously relates to that candidate. The bill also provides that these
requirements do not apply to &-e - , niade by an 1nd1v1dual other than a
candldate or by an orgamzat




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

2013 - 2014 Legislature -2 - LRB-3466/P1
JTK:wlj;jm

limitations and prohibitions by causing the term “contribution” to exclude the cost
of any communication that is not reportable under the bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SecTION 1. 11.01 (16) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.01 (16) (intro.) An act is for “political purposes” when it is done for the
purpose of influencing the election or nomination for election of any individual to
state or local office, for the purpose of influencing the recall from or retention in office
of an individual holding a state or local office, for the purpose of payment of expenses
incurred as a result of a recount at an election, or for the purpose of influencing a
particular vote at a referendum, except as provided in par. (b). In the case of a

DALl Sy
candidate, or a committee or group which is organized pﬁmapﬂy;\for the purpose of

influencing the election or nomination for election of any individual to state or local
office, for the purpose of influencing the recall from or retention in office of an
individual holding a state or local office, or for the purpose of influencing a particular
vote at a referendum, all administrative and overhead expenses for the maintenance
of an office or staff which are used principally for any such purpose are deemed to
be for a political purpose.

SECTION 2. 11.01 (16) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.01 (16) (a) (intro.) Acts which are for “political purposes” include but-are net
limited-to:

SECTION 3. 11.01 (16) (a) 1. of the statutes is repealed and recreated to read:

11.01 (16) (a) 1. The making of a communication that contains one or more

terms such as the following or their functional equivalents with reference to a clearly
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SECTION 3
1 identified candidate that expressly advocates the election or defeat of that candidate
2 and that unambiguously relates to the campaign of that candidate:
3 a. “Vote for.”
4 b. “Elect.”
5 c. “Support.”
6 d. “Cast your ballot for.”
7 e. “Smith for Assembly.”
8 f. “Vote against.”
9 g. “Defeat.”
10 h. “Reject.”
11 SECTION 4. 11.01 (16) (b) of the statutes renumbered 11.01 (16) (b) (intro.) and
12 is amended to read:
13 11.01 (16) (b) (intro.) A “political purpose” does not include expenditures;
14 2. An expenditure made for the purpose of supporting or defending a person
15 who is being investigated for, charged with or convicted of a criminal violation of state
16 or federal law, or an agent or dependent of such a person.
1/7/*\ SECTION 5. 11.01 (16) (b) 1. of the statutes is created to read:
!18 V f@gg I ;de by an individual other than a
19 . candidate, or by an organization not orgamzed exclusively for a purpose specified in_
i | e /fdnd i il v el Meche ?\ T(xe »}ngﬁ e b A zcwivam Mj

the ‘election or

sub. (16) (intro.) if the}gmmumc

defeat of a clearly identified candidate or the adoption or rejection of a question at

a referendum.

23 SECTION 6. Initial applicability.
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1 (1) The treatment of section 11.01 (16) (intro.) and (b) 1. of the statutes first
’) ) expengidfes
é applies with respect to nicafiony made on the effective date of this subsection.
3

(END)
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INS A:, gy

'&er Currently, in the case of a committee or group @321{1: organized primarily for
the purpose of influencing the election or nomination for election of any individual
to state or local office, for the purpose of influencing the recall from or retention in
office of an individual holding a state or local office, or for the ¢herpurpose of
influencing a particular vote in a referendum, all administrative and overhead
expenses for the maintenance of an office or staff @hicly are used principally for any
such purpose are deemed to be for a political purpose. \p ‘

Hhal

INS B:
A2 addition, under the bill, administrative and overhead expenses by a
committee or group are deemed to be for a political purpose only if the committee or
group is organized exclusively for the purpose of influencing an election or
nomination, a recall or retention in office, or a particular referendum vote.

Sl




Kuczenski, Tracy

From: Bemis, Zach

Sent: Monday, March 03, 2014 11.04 AM

To: Kuczenski, Tracy

Subject: FW: LRB 3466 (Campaign finance changes)

From: Kuesel, Jeffery

Sent: Monday, March 03, 2014 10:52 AM

To: Bemis, Zach

Subject: RE: LRB 3466 (Campaign finance changes)

Zach,
| must leave for a meeting but will be back to you this afternoon on this draft.

Jeff Kuesel

From: Bemis, Zach

Sent: Monday, March 03, 2014 8:44 AM
To: Kuesel, Jeffery

Subject: LRB 3466 changes

Hi Jeff,
I've spent some time looking over the language in Section 5 and think that it could be made a little clearer.

- Page 3, Line 22, after “organization” insert “that is”
- Page 3, Line 23, remove “is not made for the purpose of” and insert “does not”
- Page 3, Line 23, remove “advocating” and insert “advocate for”

Thanks,

Zach Bemis

Legislative Assistant

Office of State Senator Mary Lazich
28" Senate District

(608) 266-5400
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AN ACT toreriumber and amend 11.01 (16) (b); to amend 11.01 (16) (intro.) and
11.01 (16) (a) (intro.); fo repeal and recreate 11.01 (16) (a) 1.; and #o create

11.01 (16) (b) 1. of the statutes; relating to: disclosure of political activity.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Currently, with certain exceptions, individuals who accept contributions,
organizations that make or accept contributions, and individuals who or
organizations that incur obligations or make disbursements for the purpose of
influencing an election for state or local office are required to register with the
appropriate filing officer or agency and to file financial reports with that officer or
agency, regardless of whether they act in conjunction with or independently of any
candidate who is supported or opposed. Currently, in the case of a committee or group
that is organized primarily for the purpose of influencing the election or nomination
for election of any individual to state or local office, for the purpose of influencing the
recall from or retention in office of an individual holding a state or local office, or for
the purpose of influencing a particular vote in a referendum, all administrative and
overhead expenses for the maintenance of an office or staff that are used principally
for any such purpose are deemed to be for a political purpose.

This bill provides that registration and reporting requirements apply to any
communication that contains certain explicit terms with reference to a clearly
identified candidate that expressly advocates the election or defeat of that candidate
and unambiguously relates to that candidate. The bill also provides that these
requirements do not apply to an expenditure made by an individual other than a
candidate(, ,or by an organization/not organized exclusively for a political purpose if
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the expenditure(ignot made for the purpose oJ expressly the election or

defeat of a clearly identified candidate or the adoption or rejection of a question at
a referendum. In addition, under the bill, administrative and overhead expenses by
a committee or group are deemed to be for a political purpose only if the committee
or group is organized exclusively for the purpose of influencing an election or
nomination, a recall or retention in office, or a particular referendum vote. The
change in the scope of reportable activity under the bill also affects contribution
limitations and prohibitions by causing the term “contribution” to exclude the cost
of any communication that is not reportable under the bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SecCTION 1. 11.01 (16) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.01 (16) (intro.) An act 1s for “political purposes” when it is done for the
purpose of influencing the election or nomination for election of any individual to
state or local office, for the purpose of influencing the recall from or retention in office
of an individual holding a state or local office, for the purpose of payment of expenses
incurred as a result of a recount at an election, or for the purpose of influencing a

particular vote at a referendum, except as provided in par. (b). In the case of a

candidate, or a committee or group which is organized primarily exclusively for the
purpose of influencing the election or nomination for election of any individual to
state or local office, for the purpose of influencing the recall from or retention in office
of an individual holding a state or local office, or for the purpose of influencing a
particular vote at a referendum, all administrative and overhead expenses for the
maintenance of an office or staff which are used principally for any such purpose are
deemed to be for a political purpose.

SECTION 2. 11.01 (16) (a) (iﬁtro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.01 (16) (a) (intro.) Acts which are for “political purposes” include but-are-not

limited to:
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1 SECTION 3. 11.01 (16) (a) 1. of the statutes is repealed and recreated to read:
2 11.01 (16) (a) 1. The making of a communication that contains one or more
3 terms such as the following or their functional equivalents with reference to a clearly
4 identified candidate that expressly advocates the election or defeat of that candidate
5 and that unambiguously relates to the campaign of that candidate:
6 a. “Vote for.”
7 b. “Elect.”
8 c. “Support.”
9 d. “Cast your ballot for.”
10 e. “Smith for Assembly.”
11 f. “Vote against.”
12 g. “Defeat.”
13 h. “Reject.”
14 SECTION 4. 11.01 (16) (b) of the statutes renumbered 11.01 (16) (b) (intro.) and
15 is amended to read:
16 11.01 (16) (b) (intro.) A “political purpose” does not include expenditures;
17 2. An expenditure made for the purpose of supporting or defending a person
18 who is being investigated for, charged with or convicted of a criminal violation of state
19 or federal law, or an agent or dependent of such a person.
20 SECTION 5. 11.01 (16) (b) 1. of the statutes is created to read:
21 11.01 (16) (b) 1. An j:pinditure made by an individual other than a candidate,
av 1S

oS
@/2) or by an organizationznot organized exclusively for a purpose specified in sub. (16) .

3 - 2008 nO+ q. 4B \Deete g
\%/ (intro.) if the expenditure @ made for the purpose o} expresslythe

24 election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate or the adoption or rejection of a

25 question at a referendum.
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SECTION 6. Initial applicability.
(1) The treatment of section 11.01 (16) (intro.) and (b) 1. of the statutes first

applies with respect to expenditures made on the effective date of this subsection.

(END)




Basford, Sarah

From: Sen.Lazich

Sent: Monday, March 03, 2014 11:55 AM

To: LRB.Legal

Subject: Draft Review: LRB -3466/1 Topic: Disclosure of political activity

Please Jacket LRB -3466/1 for the SENATE.




